
QUALIFYING AS A TEACHER IN THE LIFELONG LEARNING SECTOR

There are national qualifications that are legally required for all new teachers in the Lifelong Learning Sector (including Further Education).  The details are summarised below:




[image: image1.emf]PTLLS

Certificate in Education 

or PGCE 

With a higher education institute

Qualified Teacher 

Learning and Skills 

(QTLS)

CTLLS


Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector Initial Award (PTLLS at level 3)
This course is designed for those interested in moving in to a lecturing role or who have just taken up a lecturing position.  This is a level 3 programme which runs over 10 weeks.  Lessons will normally be for 3 hours.

Certificate to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (CTLLS at level 4)

This course is designed for associate teachers, i.e. those who work in a limited teaching role, such as Assessors and Instructors, who may be supported by lecturers.  To attend this course, you will need to teach a minimum of 30 hours during the programme.  The programme is offered at level 4 to offer progression and runs over 20 weeks.  Lessons will normally be for 4.5 hours.

Certificate in Education or Post Graduate Certificate in Education (Cert Ed at level 5)

This is a 2 year programme requiring you to teach a minimum of 75 hours during each academic year of the course.  Sessions are 4 hours per week over 30 weeks each year.  You will be required to be supported by a subject mentor, i.e. a qualified teacher who specialises in your field who is prepared to support you and undertake lesson observations.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

All teaching staff are legally required to undertake CPD in an academic year.  There is a minimum requirement for part-time staff; the exact hours depend on the number of teaching hours within a year (30 hours for full-time staff).  Attending a teacher training programme counts as CPD.
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